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SPINE

Schools Project to Increase Employability in the European Equestrian market

Welcome - What is SPINE and EXTRA 

QUALIFICATION?

Markus Scharmann, Ann-Catrin Carlsson



What is the learning outcome of EXTRA 

QUALIFICATION? 

Reports of Students/Candidates, Muriel Coppin
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How was the outcome developed?

Structure and content of the Extra Qualification





Subjects of the Extra Qualification

Horse Welfare



Principles of training and riding



Riders performance

Subjects of the Extra Qualification



Cultural and Social understanding

Subjects of the Extra Qualification



Language and Communication

Subjects of the Extra Qualification



Methodology and didactics

Subjects of the Extra Qualification



Business and Management

Subjects of the Extra Qualification



Social media, Self Marketing and Multimedia

Subjects of the Extra Qualification



Laws and Regulations

Subjects of the Extra Qualification



Curricula of the Extra Qualification







Module 1 Warendorf 13-17 december 2018

Educational modules example

Module 2 Saumur 25th feb – 1st march 2019

Module 3 Starum 4th – 8th December 2019



Testing the modules



Testing the modules



Testing the modules



Testing the exam



Evaluations of the modules and exam



Learning material



Guideline manual



Example from the guideline manual
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Questions?
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Who organises the EXTRA QUALIFICATION?

Introduction of the EEN and the member schools



Campus Martinus Bilzen 
Department ‘Paardenhumaniora’ 

• Paardenhumaniora - Campus Martinus was founded in 1990 in Bilzen, Flanders, 

Belgium.

• A secundary school with a vocational education in equestrianism.

• Students combine general education with vocational education to become a rider, 

groom, stable or riding school manager and trainer.

• Offering recognised trainer courses IGEQ Level I and Level II

• Member of EEN since 2016 – Delegates: Stefan Hollanders and Muriel Coppin  

• SPINE delegates: Liesbeth Reynders and Muriel Coppin – Topic: Multimedia



The Cadre noir of Saumur
• The National Riding School, was set up 

around the Cadre Noir in 1972.

• The creation of the National Riding School 

was aimed at organizing the teaching of 

riding in France; its vocation to prepare for 

high level teaching diplomas and top level 

competition. 

• The National Riding School was founded 

on the knowledge and experience of the 

ecuyers and teachers of the Cadre Noir who 

have rediscovered their ancestry at Saumur; 

with a mission to develop horse training, to 

teach riding for sport, and to teach the 

equestrian professions.

• SPINE delegates: Éloïse Legendre and Eric 

Deyna



Escola Nacional de 
Equitação

• In 1999 the Portuguese Equestrian Federation 

(FEP) deciced to change the internal 

organisation, creating a department of equine 

education, to whom was given the internal title 

of Escola Nacional de Equitação.

• Missions: ENE has the social objective to 

study, elaborate, promote and control the 

execution of programmes and norms of 

activity in the area of employment, forming 

equestrian professionals in all the disciplines 

of sport, artistic riding and leisure riding.

• The ENE has it Headquarters in Golegã.

• SPINE delegate: Pedro Carmo Costa



German Riding School
• The German Riding School, which has been 

integrated into the State Stud since 1968, 

offers professional development, exam 

preparation, and exam for Pferdewirte and 

riding instructors. 

• It is the homestead for professional riders 

(Pferdewirte- Classical Riding), who 

practice species appropriate husbandry and 

training of horses. 

• Purpose of the German Riding School is to 

care for and disseminate the Art of Classical 

Riding.

• SPINE delegate: Markus Scharmann



Ridskolan Strömsholm
• RS has for several centuries been a center 

for Swedish riding education.

• RS is one of Sweden’s three national 
equestrian centers focused on developing 
excellence for the horse sector.

• Offers Riding Teacher education level 1-3 
and education in horse management and 
farriery.

• Equine study program

• The school is also an equine research 
center. 

• SPINE delegates: Åsa Steninger and 
Gabriella Torell Palmquist

SWEDISH EQUESTRIAN CENTERS OF EXCELLENCE



Ypäjä Equine College

• Ypäjä Equine College and National Training 

Center started as the heart of Finnish 

equestrianism in the beginning of 1930’s.

• The main mission of Ypäjä Equine College 

is to educate professionals of high 

international level. 

• Offers basics of Horse Management to the 

specializations of Breeding, Farriery, 

Saddlery, Trotting racing, Touristic services, 

Equestrian Business Management and the 

three international levels of Riding 

Instructor and Equestrian Trainer. 

• SPINE delegates: Anu Korppoo and Päivi 

Laine



The 
Norwegian 

Horse Society

• The Norwegian Horse Association was founded in 1985 by the Norwegian Ministry 

of Agriculture and has 17 founder organizations. 

• Missions: The vision of the Norwegian Horse Association is to have an active and 

leading role in strengthening the quality of the equine sector in Norway. 

• Only provider of Riding Teacher education level 1-3 and Trotting trainers in 

Norway.

• Mainly focus on education and quality control of horse personnel, as well as 

provide breeding advice and facilitation for the horse breeding organizations.

• SPINE delegates: Hanne Dahl Lien and Evija Lie



Flyinge

• Flyinge started as a Royal breeding stud at year 

1661. 

• Flyinge is one of Sweden’s three national 

equestrian centers focused on developing 

excellence for the horse sector.

• Flyinges mission is to educate future professional 

equestrians in the sport and leisure aspects of 

today’s horse sector. 

• Offers courses and education in horse training, 

management, breeding and farriery.

• Equine study program

• SPINE delegates: Linda Eriksson and Mette 

Henriksen

SWEDISH EQUESTRIAN CENTERS OF EXCELLENCE



Aeres Mbo Barneveld 

• The equestrian courses in Barneveld were 

established in 2000.

• Aeres has had its own equestrian center in 

Kootwijkerbroek since September 2018 and more 

than 450 equestrian students are studying at the 

Aeres MBO Barneveld. Aeres MBO Barneveld is the 

largest equestrian college(vocational education) in 

the Netherlands. 

• Offering recognised trainer courses level I, II and III.

• Member of EEN since 2016, delegates: Titia Dalstra, 

Nienke Hesseling and Monique van den Hoeven.

• SPINE delegates: Ron Geurts and Monique van den 

Hoeven.
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What is the future of SPINE and 

EXTRA QUALIFICATION?

Module 1 – Starum, Norway, Spring 2021

Module 2 – Flyinge, Sweden, Autumn 2021

Module 3 + Exam – Barneveld, Netherlands, Spring 2022 
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Discussion with the representatives of IGEQ, FEI and EEF

Markus Scharmann, Students/Candidates 
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Questions?
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Video of the EXTRA QUALIFICATION in practise

https://youtu.be/9SByxG1jMv0

End of the Seminar 

https://youtu.be/9SByxG1jMv0

